Brothers and Sisters, grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.
Over the past several years, the Arlington congregation has discerned a Word from
God . In many ways this Word is seen in God’s Word from Isaiah:
I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive
it? Isaiah 43:19
God is doing a new thing in the midst of the Arlington faith community and we
have been blessed with open ears and hearts to hear it and to join God in making it
real.
After a period of intentional discernment, God gifted us with a vision that now
guides our conversation, energy, planning, and activity. As a faith community we
are committed to
• creating and nurturing a community of disciples
• being a people and place of crossroads for the Columbia Pike neighborhood
• redeveloping our property to provide affordable housing for those in our
community
It is this third part of our vision that is before you tonight for approval. As we
worked on this part of our vision, we have been blessed with a faithful partner in
the organization Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing (APAH). Our
relationship has been much more than negotiating a financial transaction;it has
been an opportunity to put a new face on how to do ministry—by partnering with
organizations that share our vision and passion.
I can safely speak for the disciples at Arlington in saying this has not been an easy
journey. It has had its share of roadblocks and bumps, twists and turns. Yet
through it all, God has been faithful; through God’s power; we have had the energy
and commitment necessary to rethink, regroup, and keep trying.
In order that you may know a bit more about this vision that has captured our
hearts and minds, I invite you to hear from Susan Etherton, elder and member of
Arlington Presbyterian Church and chair of our Affordable Housing Team.
===================

Thank you, Sharon. Last January, almost exactly one year ago, Sharon and I, along
with our affordable housing team, offered a presentation during Open Space
entitled Why we believe God is calling us to tear down our building and start over
– Be careful when you invite God into a season of discernment! Maybe some of
you were there?
We had, after prayer, discernment and study, embarked on a process framed
around the question: “For whom are our hearts breaking in our community?” We
discovered our hearts were breaking for those working in Arlington County and
couldn’t afford to live there. Teachers, medical personnel, police officers, Fire
fighters, Restaurant wait staff—those who contributed to the life of our community
could not find housing in our community. How would we respond to that
heartbreak? We would offer one of our most valuable and under-utilized assets, our
real estate, to provide affordable housing for our neighbors. We conducted a
feasibility study that showed it was possible. We engaged a development partner,
secured a pro bono attorney, hired a project manager with affordable housing
experience. After over a year of preparation, study, and due diligence. we were
here to share our story, bring you along and to answer your questions because we
were ready and hoping for a vote – last year!
We were all so very sure of what we were called to do, and then God stopped us in
our tracks.. Our plan was turned down by the ACCP. There were questions that
needed to be answered, risks that needed to be addressed. In humility, we realized
that we didn’t have all the answers. In faith, we regrouped, determined to persevere.
Was our vision still valid? – Yes. Was there another way to live into it? – we
would press on and see. If this is of God, it will be. If this plan is God’s plan, it
will happen. Part of our story now is the story of perseverance, of moving forward
and trusting God.
And here we are back again. We are more confident of the plan and we are asking
you to support this Presbyterian witness to which God has called us--to provide our
community with much needed affordable housing on Columbia Pike. We are
excited to sell our property to APAH who plan to develop 140 units of committed,
long-term affordable housing, along with street-front retail space. We are excited
to bring new life to the land that has nurtured our congregation for over 100 years.
We are excited to be able to continue to discern the future of our faith community
and the possibility of the emergence of a new worshiping community -, taking on a
new form, responding to the needs of the community around us. With help from
the Church Development Committee and working with our new Mission

Developer, we will decide whether we are called to return to 3507 Columbia Pike
in a new way once the property is redeveloped. The agreement with APAH allows
us to have the right of first refusal to lease back the street-front space where our
building now stands. Our mission will now be to decide in what new way might we
be called to be church there. We are excited as we embark on this next leg of our
journey; to pray to listen, and to discern God’s future plan for Arlington
Presbyterian Church.
And so here we are, full of gratitude and of hope. And this is our time to say thanks.
Many, many people have worked very hard to bring us to this place this evening.
We are grateful to many faithful Presbyterians who worked so diligently on this
project. Especially the many members of the APC Congregation, faithfully led by
our Pastor, Sharon Core. To the Presbyterian Foundation, the ACCP, Church
Development Committee, New Worshiping Communities, Leadership Council,
NCP’s development consultant, and a very special thanks to Dick Lowery. Without
his steadfast support and wise counsel, we would not be here today. We give
thanks for Jill Norcross, our project manager and Mark Viani, our attorney.
We are grateful to our partner, the Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing.
Nina Janopaul, APAH’s CEO, is here tonight and stood with us at every important
Presbytery, congregational and Arlington County meeting since April 2012.
APAH is an extremely well-respected and experienced nonprofit affordable
housing developer working exclusively in Arlington. They have shown incredible
commitment to APC and the Presbytery by honoring both APC’s vision and NCP’s need to mitigate risk and receive a fair price for the property.
Through our partnership with APAH, we are grateful to Arlington County elected
officials and Arlington County staff who remain fully committed to seeing
affordable housing developed on this site and are prepared to help APAH secure all
the financing and land use approvals necessary to make this happen.
We are grateful for the gift of time and discernment. What we had planned for last
year is not where we’ve ended up, but we are confident this is a better option –
both for our congregation and for the Presbytery.
Finally, we are most grateful that our journey has been led by the Holy Spirit from
the outset transforming each us along the way. Our prayers, bible study and faithfilled conversations, were the grounding for our business decisions and framed the
financial analysis, negotiations, and strategic planning. In the midst of the many

challenges, we have kept our eyes and hearts fixed on God. And for His amazing
faithfulness, we are most grateful.
Thank you for this opportunity to share a part of our story. Please vote with us to
approve the sale of the Arlington Presbyterian Church to the Arlington Partnership
for Affordable Housing, so that we might faithfully live out our vision.

